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Gender Policy
Commercial Accommodation

Policy Statement
YMCA Brunel Group is committed to providing safe, welcoming hostels for all guests. We comply with UK law, including the Equality Act 2010. We balance legal compliance with our organisational values of being kind, genuine, wave-makers, curious, and custodians.
Legal Context and GRCs
In April 2025, the UK Supreme Court ruled that under the Equality Act 2010, sex means biological sex.
Impact:
· Female-only dorms and toilets are for biological women only.
· Male-only dorms and toilets are for biological men only.
This applies even if a person holds a Gender Recognition Certificate (GRC).
Trans people remain protected under the Equality Act’s characteristic of gender reassignment. We must avoid discrimination, humiliation, or denial of service.
Accommodation Options
Rooms
· Female-only dorms: biological women only
· Male-only dorms: biological men only
· Mixed dorms: open to everyone, regardless of sex or gender identity
· Private rooms: available for anyone preferring privacy
Toilets & Showers
· Single-sex facilities (female/male) provided by biological sex.
· Unisex / universal facilities (single-use, lockable) available to all.

Behaviour and Respect
Guests must treat each other with respect. In line with our values, we expect all to be:
· Kind: showing dignity & care
· Wavemakers: challenging prejudice
· Genuine: honest & respectful
Inappropriate conduct (harassment, voyeurism, bullying) will not be tolerated.
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